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Pride in
our People.

Ka Tupu Te Ira Tangata           Ia Kounga Nga Mahi
Personal Growth                Quality Work

Following the success of producing a compilation 
of staff recommended reading for the holidays, in 
each of the last five years, we have conducted a 
similar exercise this year.  Here are the responses:

THE GLASS  CASTLE by Jeannette Walls 
(Non-Fiction)
It amazes me how some people survive chaotic, 
poor, dysfunctional childhoods and emerge as 
successful and forgiving adults.  This is that kind 
of true story.  It  opens with the narrator observing 
her homeless mother searching for food in a New 
York City rubbish bin, as she passes in a cab. A 

THE END OF TERM APPROACHES
The last of the NCEA external exams for our senior students were held last Friday and the four-day 
Operation Te Papa ended for juniors on Monday with a spectacular series of presentations from each of the 
eight inquiry  groups.  Currently Year 9 students are down at Waiwera on camp and will return tomorrow 
afternoon.   The academic programmes for other junior students are still operating and it is particularly 
important for Year 10Õs to continue their focus since credits can be accumulated right up to the end. 

A reminder that a special prizegiving will occur at 12.45pm tomorrow week (Friday 9 December) to 
acknowledge, in particular but not exclusively, those students receiving their Year 10 Diplomas.  This 
ceremony will run for about three-quarters of an hour.  Parents and caregivers who attend the prizegiving 
may take their children home after the ceremony, provided that they  sign their children out at the College 
office. 

For those students remaining in school, the rest of the afternoon will be devoted to a range of activities.  
School will finish, as usual, at 3.00pm. This will  be the final day of the school year, other than for Year 
12 students who will be involved in peer support training on Monday and Tuesday 12/13 December.  
Monday 12 December will also double as Level 2 Realignment Workshop for teachers of NCEA.

N.B. There will be one further edition of TORRENT next Thursday.  This edition will carry details 
regarding starting dates, etc., for the 2012 academic year.

sad family story emerges of neglect, promises 
not kept and endless hunger. Of a family  who 
ÔskiddadleÕ from town to town, while their 
alcoholic father fills them with dreams of the 
Glass Castle he will build for them when he hits 
it big.  Their mother slowly unravels into a sort 
of childlike existence. ItÕs a story that makes 
you appreciate what you have, and marvel at 
how little some children can expect from the 
world, yet this memoir is full of love and 
forgiveness. Recommended to senior students.

Mrs Lisa Salter

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY READING



NOVEL ABOUT MY WIFE by Emily Perkins 
(Fiction)
THE CELLIST OF SARAJEVO by Steven 
Galloway (Fiction)
TRASH by Andy Mulligan (Fiction)

I have read so many excellent books this year, it  is 
with difficulty that I reduce my list of most effecting 
to three, the first two for adults.
Novel About My Wife is interesting because of the 
way the narrator, Tom, reveals early  on, that he is 
recalling a few special years married to Ann, before 
her untimely  death, but not how she died.  His love 
for her, and helplessness in the face of both their 
struggles, is deeply moving because of the mounting 
sense of horror and doom, as you wait for the 
moment to strike.
Continuing this theme, The Cellist of Sarajevo gave 
me a great insight to one aspect of the Bosnian War 
and the Siege of Sarajevo.  The interesting structure 
of the novel adds suspense, and knowledge of 
AlbinoniÕs Adagio brought sorrow as well as solace.  
A very poignant and personal book.
For teenagers, Trash is also about endurance - of 
friendship  and belief.   It is also about hope, but you 
have to cross all your fingers and toes to will the 
main characters to survive against the forces 
fighting against them.

Mrs Carolyn Fordyce

PURE DEAD MAGIC by Debi Gliori (Fiction)

A funny, bizarre tale of a family with a mother 
whoÕs not a very  good witch, monsters in the 
basement who are pets, and rats that get into the 
computer modem.  In the tradition of Roald Dahl 
and Lemony Snicket, this is a very readable book.  
Recommended for Years 7 to 9, but older readers 
will also enjoy the puns and humour.

Mrs Jenny Joynt

SOMEDAY ANGELINE by Louis Sachar (Fiction)
T H E R E ’ S  A B O Y I N T H E G I R L S ’ 
BATHROOM by Louis Sachar (Fiction)

Louis Sachar will always be identified with his 
celebrated novel for teenagers called Holes.  
However, he is not a Òone book wonderÓ.  His 
stories for younger children are usually  a perfect 
combination of authentic character, inventiveness, 
laugh-out-loud humour and sensitive, thought 

provoking themes.  Someday Angeline is about a 
girl who Òknew a lot of stuffÓ before she was born, 
for example, she mastered the piano without a 
single lesson. She was labeled Òa geniusÓ and by 
that means nobody ever had to really try to 
understand her.  The story is touching, very funny 
and uplifting.  ThereÕs a Boy in the GirlsÕ Bathroom 
is about the complexity of forming friendships and, 
again, there are lots of Òfunny bitsÓ amongst the 
poignancy and seriousness of theme.  Sachar knows 
youngsters and schools well.  Both novels have 
been Òread testedÓ by  an 11-year old boy and his 
father.  Recommended for Years 7 to 9 boys and 
girls and their parents!

Mr Stephen Fordyce

LIE DOWN WITH LIONS  by Ken Follet 
(Fiction)

Based on the Russian invasion of Afghanistan, a 
CIA operative is sent in to help the Afghan war 
lords in their fight.  Totally outgunned, they  have to 
resort to trickery  and captured weapons.  Although 
well written, I was disappointed when I turned the 
last page because I was enjoying it so much. 
Recommended for mid-teens upwards.

Mr Malcolm Joynt

WILD PORK AND WATERCRESS AND 
BULLOCK CREEK by Barry  Crump (Non-
Fiction)

The best stories about New Zealand life 
exper iences tha t one cou ld ever read! 
Recommended for all ages.

Mrs Toni Gibson

WHAT SHOULD I BELIEVE? by Dorothy Rowe 
(Non-Fiction)

The author is a world renowned psychologist and 
writer.  She has a manner with words that is able to 
show how we each live in a world of meaning that 
we have created out of our experiences.  This 
superb book shows . . . Òwhy our beliefs about the 
nature of death and the purpose of life dominate our 
lives.Ó  More concise and persuasive than Richard 
Dawkins!  Recommended for Year 11 to adult.

Mr Chris Hancock



DATES 
Fri 9 December  - Year 10 and Junior
       Prizegiving
    - Last day of school
Thurs 15 December - Board of Trustees Meeting

Ruawai College
2011 Magazine

is on sale from the College office
for only $10.00.

Ruawai College Library News
The annual stock-take has been completed 
and there are a few missing books.  
Sometimes books leave the library without 
being issued, this can be a genuine mistake.  
Please have a look around home for any 
books with the library label and return 
u r g e n t l y . Y o u r a s s i s t a n c e i s m o s t 
appreciated.

Lisa Salter

THE UNCOMMON READER by Alan Bennett 
(Fiction)

A highly entertaining and somewhat quirky view of 
H.R.H. Queen Elizabeth II.  Having discovered, quite by 
chance, a love of reading initiated by  a travelling library, 
Her MajestyÕs passion develops to the point where public 
duties suffer.  This book is made up of 124 pages of 
hilarious writing by  a leading British dramatist.  
Recommended for adults or anyone with an interest in 
the British monarchy.

Mrs Marion Crawford-Hunt

THE ABDUCTION by John Grisham (Fiction)

The abduction of April Finnemore took place in the dead 
of night.  The last person to speak to her was Theodore 
Boone.  Where is April?  Was foul play involved?  Will 
Theo Boone (kid lawyer) get to the bottom of this 
mystery?  A fast paced mystery story with an unexpected 
conclusion.  Recommended for ages 13 to 15 years.

Ms Amanda King

CALEB’S CROSSING by Geraldine Brooks (Fiction)

In 1665, a young man from MarthaÕs Vineyard became 
the first native American graduate of Harvard College.  
From the few facts of this extraordinary life, Geraldine 
Brooks creates an absorbing tale of passion and belief, 
magic and adventure.  Recommended for years 15 
upwards.

Mrs Sue Henderson

PIG BOY by J.C. Burke (Fiction)

I would rate this book as one of the most interesting I 
have had the pleasure of reading in 2011.  It is based on 
the real life of one Tom Brennan.  Had I experienced a 
similar experience, I think most of my life would have 
been spent behind bars.  Recommended for 13-year olds 
and above.

Mr George Madden

WALKING IN LIGHT by Kelvin Cruickshank (Non-
Fiction)

This book is the autobiography of a psychic medium on 
the television series Sensing Murder.  He shares 
memories of his earliest psychic experiences and his 
struggle to accept his gift.  A fascinating and inspirational 
book.  Recommended for 16 year olds and older.

Mrs Lorraine Littler

Stephen Fordyce

REMINDERS from the Office .…
*  Lost Property
The lost property box is overflowing.   

*   Leaving Certificates 
Students who are leaving school please collect a 
Leaving Form from the office. This clearance form 
has to be signed off by subject teachers before an 
official Leaving Certificate will be issued to 
students completing their secondary education.

*  Confiscated Property
Parents  may collect any items of jewellery, 
clothing etc., confiscated from their children.   
Please enquire at reception.   Senior students 
leaving school may collect confiscated property 
themselves.

*  Swimming Pool Keys
College pool keys are available from the College 
office during office hours at $50.00.  

      NEWS FLASH
EFTPOS facilities will be available 

at the College office from 
Monday 23 January 2012.  

(Sorry, no cash transactions)



Phone 09 439-2216  FAX 09 439-2214 Email lsalter@ruawaicollege.school.nz

Hotel Ruawai 

C E L
CROMPTON ENGINEERING LTD.

 

31 Jellicoe Road, Ruawai
FAX & BUS:  (09) 439-2393  AH 439-2221

General and Precision 
Engineers

Agricultural machinery

Galv pipe & fittings
Engineering supplies
Onga & Dab Pumps

Ruawai Dairy
09 439 2298

RUSSELL TURNER
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Nigel Brereton - Caroline Hollenberg 
2 Freyberg Road,Ruawai     

 Ph/Fax(09)439-2080  Mobile 021441-434
Email nigel@russellturner.co.nz     

JENYNS  CONTRACTING
EXCAVATORS & TRUCKS

BUILDING SITES ~ DAMS ~ DRAINAGE
GENERAL EXCAVATIONS

Tim 439 2241 or 021 766 129
Gavin 439 222 or 021 766 130

PO Box 22, Ruawai 0549

KARL   021 525 371 or (09) 439 2680
ruawaigroundspread@xtra.co.nz

For all your 
spreading needs, 

big or small, we can do them all.

HURNDAL ST, MAUNGATUROTO
PH 09- 431- 8318 - FAX 09 431-8554

MAIN ROAD, WAIPU
PH 09 432-0693

JELLICOE ROAD, RUAWAI
PH 09 439-2506 FAX 09 439-2504
MOIR STREET, MANGAWHAI

09 431-4535 FAX 09 431-4532

The Vet Centre
               P.O. Box 16, Maungaturoto

for all your veterinary needs

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS
7.00am - 7.00pm

3 Freyberg Road, 
Ruawai
(09) 439 2120

Order your Christmas 
ham today.

APPARELMASTER  KAIPARA
Nu-Tone Drycleaners & Launderers

106 Victoria St.  Dargaville  PH: 439 7139
Your Local Kaipara  

Rental  Services  Business
For  weekly  servicing of

Dirt/Dust Stopper Walk Off Mats/Tea Towels
Overalls / Dustcoats/Cabinet Towels / Towels

Shangri-La Beauty
!"#$%&$'%(()*%+*$,%)($-%."/

*Manicures, Pedicures and Waxing*
Open Monday and Friday 

9:00am‐5.00pm
For enquires and bookings call 

Kenzie: Home (09) 439 2241 or 021 02756602

We will be closing for the holidays on 
Friday 23 December and 

opening again 23 January.  
Make your appointment today to avoid 

disappointment on  439 2088.
Bookings taken now for back to school 

haircuts as well!
All the best for a Merry Christmas and 

a happy and healthy New Year.

Raewyn Macdonald
Marriage & Funeral Celebrant

3849 State Highway 12, RD 1
RUAWAI 0591

(09) 439 2771 or 027 766 7463

r.macdonald@slingshot.co.nz

Ross Latto
Licensed Builder

House Construction, Alterations, 
Renovations or General Repairs.

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Phone (09) 431 7442 or Mobile 021 772 766 

THE  GLASS GUY
Colin Heath

Servicing Ruawai, Tinopai, 
Matakohe, Paparoa, Maungaturoto 
and Kaiwaka.

Ph/Fax 09 431 6595  Mobile 025 446 966

BROKEN
WINDOW 
REPAIR

Bistro open Thursday and Friday 
nights from 6.30pm to 9.00pm.. 

Phone (09) 439 2405
FREE COURTESY COACH

Ruawai Lions Senior 
Citizen’s Christmas Party

Sunday 11 December
For further information please contact 

09 439 2557

FRIDAY NIGHT IS BURGER NIGHT...
Bookings essential before Friday 

12.00 Noon.  Phone 439 2992.

HOTEL RUAWAI
Join us this Saturday for “Fight for Life”.

 Bistro open Thursday and Friday nights
from 6.30pm to 9.00pm.

Check out our wholesale department 

SPECIALS.

mailto:nigel@russellturner.co.nz
mailto:nigel@russellturner.co.nz
mailto:r.macdonald@slingshot.co.nz
mailto:r.macdonald@slingshot.co.nz


Ruawai Four Square 

Monday - Saturday 
7:00am - 7:00pm

Freyberg Road, Ruawai  
Phone/Fax 09 439 2011

RUAWAI  POST  CENTRE
&

RUAWAI TRADERS
Open 9.00am - 12.30pm 
and 1.00pm - 4.00pm

Wharf Road , RUAWAI
 Ph (09) 439-2642 FAX (09) 439-2643

2010
State Highway 14, Dargaville

P.O Box 394
Dargaville 0340
Ph: (09) 439 7771
Fax: (09) 439 7823
Free: 0800 339 726
Mobile: 0274 969 694
www.northlandboating.co.nz
Email:northlandboating@xtra.co.nz

Murray Rowe

Fully Qualified Professional
Beauty Therapists

www.lartdebeauty.com - 09 4317597 
or lartdebeauty@paradise.net.nz

Dargaville Ford
54 Normanby Street, Dargaville

09 439 7315 or 

info@dargavilleford.co.nz

P & T CONTRACTORS  RUAWAI LTD

Paul & Tina Mccullough
Phone : 021 804 874  or  09 439 2046

Full Cultivation Service
Undersowing 
Mowing & Raking
Fertiliser & Urea Spreading
GPS in Tractor for accuracy

Ruawai Community Church  
47 Freyberg Road  
CHRISTMAS SERVICES
012(3"/2$42.5"62$75%62.*$"8&)"/%.9
-:/;%3$<=$>2526?2(
<@AB@%6C$-825)%.$'D()*&6%*$-2(1)52$%/;
-:/;%3$-5D"".$E()F2G)1)/G

Sunday 25 December
HIB@%6C$at Ruawai  (usual Sunday service )
MATAKOHE  COATES MEMORIAL CHURCH
10:00am‐  Christmas Day Eucharist Liturgy

Invites you to our annual Community 
Day on Friday 9 December from 9.00am - 
12.00pm.  Come along and join us for the 

morning to celebrate our year of 
accomplishments with a cuppa plus some 
fun with our Circus Kumarani friends!  
We also have our whanaungatanga art 
for all to contribute to- 
which will be displayed 
with pride in our new 

kindergarten.

We welcome you and look 
forward to seeing you at;  
29 Wharf Road, Ruawai.

Any queries, please phone 
(09) 439 2415 

ruawai@nka.org.nz  

On behalf of our Parent Group we would like 
to extend a huge thank you to the 

community for your support of our recent 
'Scrap Metal Hunt' fundraiser.  I am pleased 
to inform you that we successfully raised 
over $7000.00 which will be used to fund 
the cost of the outdoor play area for the 
new kindergarten, to be located next to 

Ruawai Primary School.  This is going to be a 
wonderful community asset that we will see 

the benefits of for many years to come.

"Win a Playhouse for Christmas"
Support the relocation of Ruawai 
Kindergarten and purchase your ticket at 
Ruawai Farm Supplies.  $5.00 for one ticket 
or $10.00 for three tickets.

We will be 
selling BBQ 

sausages and 
tickets for 

our 
playhouse 
raffle to 

fundraise for 
our new 

outdoor area.

NEWS FROM THE ART STUDIO, RUAWAI
Students - Are you interested in a  
ONE DAY ART EXPERIENCE?
If there are sufficient numbers, we 
are planning to hold this one day 
course during January, from 
10.00am to 4.00pm, for students 
aged 9 - 11 years, and 11 - 13 
years.
All art equipment will be supplied - just bring 
your own lunch and a drink.  The maximum 
number of students is 10 and the cost is $45.  
Please phone Yvonne 439 2005 or 
Frances 439 2554 for further information.
Adult art classes are held at The Art Studio 
during school term time every Monday from 
10.00am until 12.00pm, and Tuesday evenings 
from 7.00pm until 9.00pm.  No experience 
necessary.  Come along and enhance your 
hidden talent!  Phone Frances on 439 2554.

136th  NORTH KAIPARA  A & P SHOW 

PAPAROA SHOW GROUNDS- 4 February  2012
We would like to encourage school children who have show 
animals to continue working with  their animals and take 
part in the Paparoa A & P Show next year.  
Phone 09 439 2557  or 09 431 7040 for further  
information  or view the show schedule at 
http://paparoashow.homestead.com.

mailto:info@dargavilleford.co.nz
mailto:info@dargavilleford.co.nz
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With thanks to our sponsors.  If you would like to advertise please phone Lisa Salter at the College.

Ruawai Youth Group
Movie Night

At Ruawai Community Church 
Friday from 6.30pm

 All welcome
For details phone Reuben 09 439 2733.

Ross Macdonald
R & D Computers

Call Ross with any computer problems or repair.  
He will build you a computer to your 

specifications. 09 431 6221.
ross@paradisebreeders.co.nz

RUAWAI RUGBY CLUB 
IMB RALLY DAY

Ruawai Rugby Club is holding a Rally Evening 
for the Under 14,15,16,18 and Senior teams

for the 2012 season.
Come along to the Ruawai Community Sports 
Club on Thursday 8 December at 6.30pm to 

register your interest.
A barbecue meal will be provided.

Any queries please contact 09 439 2171 

CamÕs Autos
SH !"# Paparoa

WOF   Repairs
$%&' ()!*++"%

WILLOW CREEK GROUND SPREAD

Stuart

 021 778 135
or (09) 433 2246

Bulk Lime & Fertiliser Spreading

09 439 2992 or 027 356 5031
23 freyberg rd, ruawai, northland

www.ellecee.co.nz

Open Monday Wednesday Friday 

439 2088

YNOT AUTOS  LTD
For all  your vehicle servicing,
repairs or warrant of fitness needs.  

Buy and Sell 
Quality 

2nd Hand Goods

5 Freyberg Road - Ruawai 
After Hours 09 946 9887

CLOTHING ⋄ BOOKS ⋄ TOYS + MORE

Phone: 09 439-2424
Email: ynotautos@xtra.co.nz
Freyberg Road, Ruawai

W2W
Family Business

Open six days for all your farming needs!
Monday-Friday  8.00am - 5.00pm

Saturday 9.00am - 12.00 noon
Freyberg Rd, Ruawai   

Ph: (09) 439-2244 - Fax (09) 439-2218

CLASSIFIEDS
Massive Garage Sale - This Saturday 3 
December from 8.00am at 65 Freyberg Road, 
Ruawai.  Full house lot including a new washing 
machine, trampoline, queen size bed and general 
household goods.
Work Wanted - Relief milker and tractor driver 
available.  Phone Ben 946 5542 or 
021 0262 5759.
For Sale- Three antique Bentwood chairs.  
$15.00 each. Phone 027 711 2686.

Ruawai Christmas Float Parade

Saturday 17 December
Festivities commence 10.00am outside Four 

Square.  Santa, quick fire raffles, sausage sizzle, 

Christmas music and more.  Float parade leaves 

the Ruawai Community Church at 11.00am.  

Prizes for best floats.

 Monster Hamper to be drawn on the day!

For further information regarding  the parade 

phone Trevor 439 2221   -  021 398 026 or 

Elaine 439 2177.

! !

RUAWAI JMB AUSSIE TOUR 2013
Hay to pick up? J$'"/&%5&$K"?$L%&&5D2($@MN$MN<$HOHH$P$
OBH$MBMQ$"($>2%/$K"?)/*"/$@M<$OBH$MQ@$P$OBH$MQMN
We’ll cover your silage$J$'"/&%5&$R%/$L2..%63$@MN$NSB$B@==$

THANK YOU for your support!                                                
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