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SWIMMING SPORTS
At the time of writing (Tuesday), the weather forecast for today is not good; nor is it for tomorrow – our 
postponement day for the annual swimming sports.  I can merely  express the hope that  if the carnival went 
ahead today it proved to be a successful and enjoyable meeting.

N.B.  If the swimming sports have not taken place today, and tomorrow’s postponement day is also 
thwarted, the swimming sports will take place on Monday (20 February) in place of the athletics 
preliminaries [see below].  If it rains on Monday, I will tear my moustache off.  

ROLL AND STAFFING
Two weeks into the term, the roll appears to have 
settled at 207, some seventeen students more than at 
the same time last year.  There are numerous benefits 
that accrue from this increase, particularly when 
added to the fact that over the last five years (to 
2011) the Ministry of Education identifies our roll as 
having expanded by  11.4 per cent.  Amongst these 
benefits are:

• Smaller class sizes, particularly in the junior 
school, and in the crucial learning areas of 
literacy and numeracy.

• The increase in vertical form classes from 9 to 
12 (4 in each house) this year, thus reducing 
the students-to-teacher ratio and allowing 
greater opportunity for pastoral care of 
students on a daily basis.

• A decrease in the amount of time the Deputy 
Principal and Assistant Principal are teaching, 
the better to allow them to be around the 
school visiting classrooms in support of their 
colleagues and for dealing with serious 
disciplinary and pastoral care issues.

• An increase in financial resourcing for the 
school.

• An increase in the allocation of teaching time 
to the school.

We are fully staffed at this stage.  The Board of 
Trustees appointed a new HOD Science (Mrs Liz 

Haines) and new HOD Art (Ms Julie Hale) towards 
the end of last year and they  have had a positive 
impact already.  We also welcome back Mr Huw 
Turner to the staff and students in the areas of 
English and Social Studies will benefit from his 
talent and experience. 

ADJUSTMENTS TO THE ORDER 
OF THE DAY
Three years ago, we replaced the traditional Morning 
Interval and Lunch Break with two Breaks of half-
an-hour each.  (This was necessitated by a change to 
the Employment Relations Act.)  In so doing, we 
decided to take Break 1 after three periods and Break 
2 after a further two periods.  This allowed us to 
have afternoon registration and Sustained Silent 
Reading (SSR) before the final period of the day.  

The general consensus amongst  students and staff is 
that they  would not wish to go back to the former 
timeframe.  However, from the start of this year, we 
have made Break 1 of 40 minutes duration and 
Break 2 of 20 minutes.  The reasons for doing this 
are to enable us to run inter-house sports, such as 
tennis, in the longer Break 1, as well as the 30-
minute Detentions.  For a trial period, the canteen is 
not opening for the shorter Break 2, since it appears 
that most students have adopted Break 1 as their 
lunchtime.  



DATES 
Term 1 Week 3

Mon  20 February -  School Athletic 
       Preliminaries
Thurs 23 February -  South Zone Swimming,
       Rodney College

Term 1 Week 4
Mon 27 February - School Athletics
Fri 2 March   - NSSA Touch Rugby 
      Tournament

MONDAY’S ATHLETICS 
PRELIMINARIES
The preliminary meeting of the annual athletics 
championships is scheduled to start at 10am on 
Monday (20 February).  Parents and caregivers are 
welcome to attend.  This meeting will be a full 
participation day and will be used to determine 
finalists in all field events.  The javelin and all races 
of 1500 metres will be run as finals on Monday to 
help  balance out the physical demands on young 
athletes and time pressures on the second day.  All 
other track events will be run at the main event, the 
following Monday, 27 February  (postponement day, 
Tuesday, 28 February).

N.B. If the swimming sports have to take place on 
Monday (20 February) then the athlet ics 
preliminaries will take place on Wednesday (22 
February).

Stephen Fordyce

LEARN TO SING
The ACE Singers meet in the Ruawai Primary 
School hall each Monday night, 6.45pm to 
9.30pm.
We are there to have fun and learn to sing and 
are coached by Maura Flower and Jen Calthrop 
every second week. 
The cost per term is $40.  If you would like to 
join our group phone Dorothy 439 2557 or 
come along next Monday night.
* Please note the change of venue.

Ruawai Promotions and 
Development Group Inc 

AGM 

Tuesday 28 February at 7.30pm in 
the Ruawai Tokatoka Memorial 

Hall.

All welcome to attend.   

CHAPLAIN’S CHAT
Hello All, 
It is good to be back and see friendly faces 
around the school.
I take this opportunity to introduce myself to 
'newcomers' and parents.  I am the College 
Chaplain, or "Friend of the School" if you like.  
I am here for you on a Monday from 11.00am  - 
3.00pm.  If you would like to see me for a 
confidential chat, or if I can help with anything, 
please let me know either in person, via your 
vertical form teacher or use the form at the 
student office entrance. 
Go well,
Jacqui Hart

Ruawai Tokatoka Memorial Hall
Planning a wedding, birthday party, reunion 

or get together?  The "Hall" is the place for you.
Full kitchen facilities. The "Supper Room" is good 

for smaller gatherings (up to 80 
people comfortably).  The "Main Hall" is great for 

large groups, dancing, performances etc.  
Reasonable rates. For more information and 

bookings contact Jill Fenney, phone 439 2366.

                       Information
Thank you to all our advertisers who provide  
great support to the newsletter every week.  If you 
would like to advertise please ring Lisa Salter 
during school hours.
Community notices and small one-off private 
classifieds are placed at no charge as space 
allows.  Deadline for inclusion in the week’s 
edition is Wednesday lunchtime. 

RUAWAI COLLEGE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

The next meeting of the Board will be held 
Thursday 23 February commencing at 7.00pm 

in the staff room.   



Ruawai Four Square 

Monday - Saturday 
7:00am - 7:00pm

Freyberg Road, Ruawai  
Phone/Fax 09 439 2011

RUAWAI  POST  CENTRE
&

RUAWAI TRADERS
Open 9.00am - 12.30pm 

and 1.00pm - 4.00pm
Wharf Road , RUAWAI

 Ph (09) 439-2642 FAX (09) 439-2643

2010
State Highway 14, Dargaville

P.O Box 394
Dargaville 0340
Ph: (09) 439 7771
Fax: (09) 439 7823
Free: 0800 339 726
Mobile: 0274 969 694
www.northlandboating.co.nz
Email:northlandboating@xtra.co.nz

Murray Rowe

Dargaville Ford
54 Normanby Street, Dargaville

09 439 7315 or 

info@dargavilleford.co.nz

P & T CONTRACTORS  RUAWAI LTD

Paul & Tina Mccullough
Phone : 021 804 874  or  09 439 2046

Full Cultivation Service
Undersowing 
Mowing & Raking
Fertiliser & Urea Spreading
GPS in Tractor for accuracy

Open six days, two late nights!
Two Fully Qualified and Experienced 

Therapists at your service. 
www.lartdebeauty.com 

09 431 7597

!

Last Thursday Ruawai College was visited by 
“The Great Rugby Road Show”.   Francis Saili 
(pictured right), an Auckland Blues player, and 
the Small Blacks TV presenters Nua Finau and 
Dana Broadbent were traveling with the 
prestigious William (Wiremu) Webb Ellis Cup, 
currently held by the All Blacks.     
The trophy was on display during a 
presentation to promote teenage rugby.  The 
students were shown a video featuring Sonny 
Bill Williams, intended to target the next 
generation of players.
Later the opportunity arose for a few lucky 
students and staff members to take photos with 
the cup.

http://www.lartdebeauty.com
http://www.lartdebeauty.com
mailto:info@dargavilleford.co.nz
mailto:info@dargavilleford.co.nz


With thanks to our sponsors.  If you would like to advertise please phone Lisa Salter at the College.

CamÕs Autos
SH 12, Paparoa

WOF   Repairs
(09) 431-6620

WILLOW CREEK GROUND SPREAD

Stuart
 021 778 135
or (09) 433 2246

Bulk Lime & Fertiliser Spreading

09 439 2992 or 027 356 5031
23 freyberg rd, ruawai, northland

www.ellecee.co.nz

Open Monday Wednesday Friday 

439 2088

YNOT AUTOS LTD
For all  your vehicle servicing,
repairs or warrant of fitness needs.  

Buy and Sell 
Quality 

2nd Hand Goods

5 Freyberg Road - Ruawai 
After Hours 09 946 9887

CLOTHING ⋄ BOOKS ⋄ TOYS + MORE

Phone: 09 439-2424
Email: ynotautos@xtra.co.nz
Freyberg Road, Ruawai

W2W
Family Business

Ruawai Youth Group
 There will be no youth group this Friday.

Lakes Trip - Saturday 25 February leaving 
10.00am from Ruawai Community Church.
We are organising another fun day at the lakes. If you 
are interested in coming please contact Reuben on 
09 439 2733 or Annissa 021 045 8301 for details and 
a permission slip.  There are only limited spaces, Year 
7 and up. The cost is $5 and this includes barbecue 
sausages and snacks. 

Shangri-La Beauty
*Manicures, Pedicures and Waxing*

For enquires and bookings call 
Kenzie: or 021 0275 6602

or leave a message at  09 439 2241 

Kaipara Abuse Prevention and SKIP Kaipara are 
pleased to present:
Celia Lashlie, researcher,  social justice advocate and 
author of two best-selling books The Journey to 
Prison: Who Goes and Why and the hugely successful 
HeÕll be OK: Growing Gorgeous Boys into Good 
Men, a book based on the Good Man Project she 
undertook in 25 boys’ schools in New Zealand. 
Now in her third book, The Power of Mothers: 
Releasing our Children, Celia picks up where she left 
off with The Journey to Prison and on the basis of 
work she has done in New Zealand communities 
since leaving her position as manager of Christchurch 
Women’s Prison in 1999, explores in more depth her 
belief that the mothers, grandmothers and matriarchs 
at the centre of at-risk families hold the key to 
changing the lives of the children within those 
families.
Celia will be speaking at the Dargaville Town Hall 
on Tuesday 21 February  from 7.00pm to 9.00pm 
on “The Role of Matriachs – Emphasizing the 
Importance of Women in the Family.” Entry 
will be by gold coin koha.
Celia will also be presenting a seminar on 
Wednesday 22 February from 9.30am -11.30am  
entitled “The World of Adolescent Boys”.  The 
cost is $50.00 per person.
This is an opportunity for anyone in who is 
involved with boys.  If you wish to attend this 
seminar please contact me to registert.  Limited 
seats are available for this seminar so be in 
quick to register your interest.
If you have any questions please call me on 
(09) 439 7009.  For further information visit 
Celia’s website www.celialashlie.co.nz. 
Sue King - Kaipara Abuse Prevention

Raewyn Macdonald
Marriage & Funeral Celebrant

3849 State Highway 12, RD 1
RUAWAI 0591

(09) 439 2771 or 027 766 7463

r.macdonald@slingshot.co.nz

CLASSIFIEDS
For Sale-  Queen size bed $80.00.  King size bed 
$60.00.  Phone or text 021 070 1619.

mailto:ynotautos@xtra.co.nz
mailto:ynotautos@xtra.co.nz
http://www.ellecee.co.nz
http://www.ellecee.co.nz
http://www.celialashlie.co.nz
http://www.celialashlie.co.nz
mailto:r.macdonald@slingshot.co.nz
mailto:r.macdonald@slingshot.co.nz


Ross Latto
Licensed Builder

House Construction, Alterations, 
Renovations or General Repairs.

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Phone (09) 431 7442 or 
Mobile 021 772 766 

Open six days, two late nights!
Two fully qualified and experienced therapists 

at your service.
Member of the Beauty Associations of NZ.

Sauna, Hot Stone Massage, 
Swedish/Balinese Massage

Decadent Facials,  Pedicures, 
Manicures, Waxing, Tinting,
Permanent Hair Removal, 

IPL Laser, Electrolysis.
GROUP BOOKINGS - 

GET PAMPERED WITH A FRIEND. 
HALF AND FULL DAY PAMPER PACKAGES.

EXQUISITE HAND CRAFTED GIFT VOUCHERS.
www.lartdebeauty.com 094317597

or visit us on Facebook!
Paparoa Village

!

PRELIMINARY ATHLETICS COMPETITION
Monday 20 February
Start time: 10.00am

The preliminary athletics meeting is used to determine finalists for the field events 
that will take place at the main athletics meeting.  All 1500 metre races and javelin 
will be run as finals to help balance out the physical demands on young athletes and 

time pressures on the main athletics day.  
All other track events and field event finals will be run on Monday 27 February.
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Ruawai JMB Rugby Aussie Tour 2013

We’ll cover your maize silage.
We’ll move those tyres at lightning speed!
Quality job, fast and no fuss.  Contact Ian 
Bellamy 027 763 3088 to book your crew.

Thank you for your support!

http://www.lartdebeauty.com
http://www.lartdebeauty.com


Phone 09 439-2216  FAX 09 439-2214 Email lsalter@ruawaicollege.school.nz

Hotel Ruawai 

C E L
CROMPTON ENGINEERING LTD.

 

31 Jellicoe Road, Ruawai
FAX & BUS:  (09) 439-2393  AH 439-2221

General and Precision 
Engineers

Agricultural machinery

Galv pipe & fittings
Engineering supplies
Onga & Dab Pumps

Ruawai Dairy
09 439 2298

RUSSELL TURNER
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Nigel Brereton - Caroline Hollenberg 
2 Freyberg Road,Ruawai     

 Ph/Fax(09)439-2080  Mobile 021441-434
Email nigel@russellturner.co.nz     

JENYNS  CONTRACTING
EXCAVATORS & TRUCKS

BUILDING SITES ~ DAMS ~ DRAINAGE
GENERAL EXCAVATIONS

Tim 439 2241 or 021 766 129
Gavin 439 222 or 021 766 130

PO Box 22, Ruawai 0549

KARL  021 525 371 or (09) 439 2680
ruawaigroundspread@xtra.co.nz

For all your 
spreading needs, 

big or small, we can do them all.

HURNDAL ST, MAUNGATUROTO
PH 09- 431- 8318 - FAX 09 431-8554

MAIN ROAD, WAIPU
PH 09 432-0693

JELLICOE ROAD, RUAWAI
PH 09 439-2506 FAX 09 439-2504
MOIR STREET, MANGAWHAI

09 431-4535 FAX 09 431-4532

The Vet Centre
               P.O. Box 16, Maungaturoto

for all your veterinary needs

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS
7.00am - 7.00pm

3 Freyberg Road, 
Ruawai
(09) 439 2120

Stop in today for a 
great selection of fresh 

meats!
APPARELMASTER  KAIPARA

Nu-Tone Drycleaners & Launderers
106 Victoria St.  Dargaville  PH: 439 7139

Your Local Kaipara  
Rental  Services  Business

For  weekly  servicing of
Dirt/Dust Stopper Walk Off Mats/Tea Towels
Overalls / Dustcoats/Cabinet Towels / Towels

Bistro Thursday and Friday 
nights from 6.00pm to 9.00pm.

Phone (09) 439 2405

FREE COURTESY COACH

Ruawai College Sports
 Athletic Preliminary Sports Day
Monday 20 February - 1500m and javelin will be 
run as finals at this event.
Ruawai College Athletic Sports Day
Monday 27 February - Start time:  9.00am
Parent Help Needed
If you are able to assist with time keeping on 
swimming and/or athletics day,  please contact 
Maree Chapman at school on 439 2216.
COLLEGE NETBALL MEETING- College 
netball caters for Year 9 – 13 players who compete 
in the Northern Wairoa  Saturday competition.  
There will be an informal meeting on Tuesday 21 
February for interested parents / caregivers or 
community members at 3.00pm.  We are facing 
several challenges this season and your support is 
greatly needed to ensure the season runs smoothly 
for the girls.  All welcome!

DATE EVENT VENUE
Thursday 23 February South Zone Swimming Rodney College Pool
Monday 27 February Athletic Sports Ruawai College Field

Friday 2 March Northland S.S. Touch Rugby Kaikohe
Wednesday 7 March South Zone Athletics Bream Bay College
Wednesday 14 March Northland S.S. Athletics Kensington Stadium 
Thursday 15 March Run Swim Run (Individual event) Ruawai College

Friday 16 March Northland S.S. Swimming Dargaville Pool
Thursday 22 March Run Swim Run (Team event) Ruawai College

Friday 23 March Northland S.S. Bowls Whangarei
Tuesday 27 March Northland S.S. U15’s Rugby Sevens Whangarei

Term 1 Inter-House Inter-House Tennis Competition During break times

Upcoming Sports Dates

Community Sports News

RUAWAI IMB MUSTER TONIGHT-
All Under 15 Rugby players please come along to register at 
our first training at 6.30PM THURSDAY 16 FEBRUARY.  
Please bring your running shoes and training gear.  
ALL ENQUIRIES 09 439 2171

Northern Wairoa Soccer Club- Registration 
Day - Saturday 25 February 1.00pm - 3.00pm at Memorial 
Park, Dargaville.  Season starts Tuesday 21 April.  Early 
registrations are essential for the 13 and 15 grades. 
Go to www.sportsground.co.nz/nwsoccer or phone
(09) 439 0284 for further information.

Northern Wairoa Netball Centre Inc 
AGM- Monday  27 February at 7.30pm at the Fish Factory,  
28 Hokianga Road, Dargaville. All club and school 
representatives (delegates) are urged to attend.
Stacey Beattie - Secretary Northern Wairoa  Netball Centre

mailto:nigel@russellturner.co.nz
mailto:nigel@russellturner.co.nz
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